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Dawson’s role as a traditional library supplier 
continues to evolve, driving innovation to provide 
libraries, information departments and, most 
recently, end users with the content they require  
in ebook and new media formats.

Dawson Books is a world-class 
international supplier of academic 
and professional books, ebooks, shelf 
ready and information services to 
academic, professional and research 
institutions.

For more than 200 years, Dawson has 
been handling books with care, providing 
content to information specialists all 
over the world and building a database 
of more than 16 million titles, with 
sophisticated bibliographic information. 
Working in partnership with libraries, 
Dawson is at the forefront of providing 
innovative solutions which interact 
between the essential components 
of the book supply chain – the library, 
the system vendor, the bookseller, the 
publisher, and the bibliographic and 
cataloguing authorities. 

The breadth of our service includes 
shelf ready books to libraries, the latest 
technological data enhancements to 
MARC records, reclassification services, 
RFID and most recently dawsonera, 
our electronic book platform, which 
fully integrates with our services for 
print. Dawson sees its role as pivotal 
in providing seamless integration of 
these processes into our acquisition 
tool ‘dawsonenter.com’, from new title 
announcements through an automated 
acquisition and management service to 
fully shelf ready books.

Dawson Books has its international 
head office in Northamptonshire, from 
where it supports the UK and overseas 
territories with the full range of Dawson 
services. 

Dawson France, based in Paris, is 
responsible for the countries of France, 
Belgium, Switzerland and other French 
speaking markets. Dawson España, 
located in Madrid, services the Iberian 
Peninsula and Spanish speaking 
markets. We also have offices in 
Southern Africa and Hong Kong.

All books and services are delivered on 
competitive terms and by people who 
genuinely care about providing you with 
the highest levels of service.

Key Benefits

ebooks clearly provide new opportunities 
for improved learning and Dawson 
provides the total package, from 
acquisition to robust hosting; dawsonera 
provides a flexible lending model that 
permits multiple concurrent access 
for users both onsite at the library and 
remotely.

• �160,000 academic ebooks currently 
available, increasing daily

• �Over 400 leading international 
publishing partners and imprints

• �Integration with dawsonenter,  
our acquisition database 

• �Read online or download ebooks with 
Adobe Reader®

The dawsonera platform is a natural evolution to this standard, providing libraries with 
the supply chain solutions they need. Seamlessly integrating with the existing Dawson 
services and library workflows indicates the long term commitment and investment 
made by Dawson Books.

Working with the world’s leading publishers, Dawson has ensured that rich and 
diverse content populates dawsonera for the benefit of library users. Over 160,000 
front list titles from more than 400 leading international publishers are now available  
to purchase or rent in real-time on the platform.

• �Proposal or order via EDI and electronic 
order confirmations

• �OPAC-ready AACR2, level II MARC 
records (including 856 tag)

• �Integration at title, chapter or page 
level within the library catalogue, web 
page, virtual learning environment or 
managed learning environment

• �Interoperability with link resolvers, 
federated search and content discovery 
tools 

• �Management reports including 
COUNTER book reports 1, 2 & 6 

• �Integration with RefWorks and 
EndNote citation management tools

Access

• Multiple concurrent access

• Unlimited access

• Remote access 24/7 

• �5 minute preview of non-owned 
content

• Print and copy permissions

• Notes and My Favourites

• Sophisticated DRM

Authentication

• IP Authentication

• �Classic Athens, Athens DA and 
OpenAthens

• UK Access Management Federation

• Shibboleth Federations 

• EZproxy®, WAM or referring URL

• �CGI integration with library 
management systems

• Library username and password



Flexible Purchase Model
Dawson’s flexible business model appeals to both ends of the 
spectrum, meeting the needs of the smaller library, yet extending 
this reach to cater for the needs and volume of users from larger 
organisations.

Reader Portal 
Read ebooks online or download

• User friendly navigation

• 5 minute preview

• Hyperlinked chapter headings

• Notes facility 

• Full text search

• Print and copy

• Export to citation managers

• Read aloud

• Web 2.0 features

Admin Portal 
Library management portal

• Full text search

• 5 minute preview

• Acquisition module

• Wish lists

• Manage your ebook collection

• COUNTER usage reports

• Management reports

• Title matching facility

• Admin tools and system setting

Perpetual Access

Libraries can purchase ebooks, title-by-
title, to build a tailored collection from the 
extensive dawsonera catalogue.

The benefits include:

• Build a tailored collection 

• Individual purchase

• Publisher’s list price

• Perpetual Access

• No minimum order requirement

• No annual subscription 

• No platform fee

Demand Driven Acquisition

The library can choose to make a 
selection of ebooks available through 
the dawsonera reader portal, and the 
bibliographic records may also be loaded 
to the library catalogue or website.   

The end user can automatically preview 
the ebook for five minutes free of charge, 
rent and subsequently auto-purchase the 
ebook for the library. The library can set 
predefined criteria to ensure budgetary 
control.

Rental

The rental model provides the 
opportunity to make ebooks that are not 
owned by the organisation available to 
the library patrons. 

The library can choose to make the 
entire dawsonera catalogue available to 
preview, for five minutes, free of charge.  
The user may request a temporary rental 
of the ebook for up to three weeks.  
Rentals are approved and paid for by 
the library, and this process can be 
automated.

Credit Card Rentals

ebook rentals are a pioneering 
ecommerce solution for libraries, 
providing trusted, real-time access to 
leading publisher content for Academic, 
Research and Corporate Libraries.

This is an innovative resource for end 
users to explore and purchase temporary 
access to ebooks, at affordable prices. 
The model also provides libraries with an 
additional service offering, to meet the 
evolving needs of our library customers.

The number of titles on dawsonera continues to rise as content from newly signed 
publishers and weekly feeds from existing publishers are loaded to the platform. To 
suggest a publisher, or to find out more about publishing partners, please contact our 
eContent team: econtent@dawsonera.com. A full listing of our publishing partners can 
be found on our website.

Free eBook Title Matching Facility 

Take advantage of our ebook title matching facility. Simply provide a wish list of 
titles, whether it’s your Short Loan Collection, Reading List or an export from your 
OPAC. Alternatively, ask Dawson to match against your printed acquisition history. 
The Publisher Relations department actively follows-up on ebook suggestions from 
libraries and has a high success rate in obtaining individual ebook titles.

Publishing Partners
Dawson Books has licensed 160,000 ebooks and coverage now 
extends to over 400 international publishing partners.



Dawson Books, Foxhills House, Rushden, 
NN10 6DB, United Kingdom

Tel: +44 (0)1933 417500 
Fax: +44 (0)1933 417501 
enquiries@dawsonbooks.co.uk

www.dawsonbooks.co.uk

Registered Office: Blenheim House, 1 Blenheim Road, Epsom, Surrey, KT19 9AP
Dawson Books Ltd A Dawson Holdings PLC Company Registered in England No. 6882367
© Dawson Books Ltd 2011

Content may be made available through content discovery 
tools such as Serial Solutions SUMMON© and ExLibris Primo©. 
Contact Dawson to discuss your requirements.

Links to content can be integrated within Virtual Learning 
Environments such as Moodle or Blackboard. The adjacent 
image is an example, courtesy of the University  
of Dundee.

As there are no set-up fees, you can start building your ebook collection today; simply contact a member of our sales support team.  

Alternatively, if you would like to arrange a 30 day free trial, live demonstration or take advantage of our title matching service, 
please contact a member of the dawsonera team on +44 (0)1933 417500, or send your questions to enquiries@dawsonbooks.co.uk

Please visit our website www.dawsonbooks.co.uk/services/e-books for further detailed information and press releases.

Link Seamlessly to eBooks
Multiple entry points promote the discoverability of ebooks. Dawson provides persistent URL links to 
ensure content can be deep-linked at title, chapter or page level.

Sign-up today!

Click, Open, Learn
The ebook platform of choice

• Perpetual Access Model

• Patron Driven Acquisition

• Rentals

• Credit Card Rentals

• Subject Collections

Explore, Discover, Acquire
Online ordering and tracking for real time acquistion

• Print – Shelf Ready and Reclassification

• eBooks

• Out of Print

• Standing Orders

• Alternative Media
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