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	 Islam and Science: Historic and Contemporary Perspectives
Studies in the Islam and Science 
Nexus	
Volume 1	
Edited by Muzaffar Iqbal, Center for Islam and Science, 
Canada	

This volume brings together thematically arranged articles on the relationship 
between Islam and science and how it has been shaped over the last century. The 

articles represent a broad variety of approaches and perspectives as well as reflective 
and analytic views and include some of the most important voices in the Islam and 
science discourse. This collection, which includes a special section devoted to studies 
that explore various aspects of the relationship between the Qur’an and science, is a 
valuable resource for researchers interested in gaining a greater understanding of the 
broader relationship between religion and science.	

Contents: 

Introduction

Part I Framing the Discourse: 
Three views of science in the Islamic world, Ibrahim Kalin
What was Islamic in Islamic scientific tradition, Roshdi Rashed
Islam and science: a false statement of the problem, Dimitri Gutas 
The un-thought of Islamic science (part I), S. Parvez Manzoor
Islam and sciences of nature: some fundamental questions, Mehdi Golshani
Reformulating a comprehensive relationship between religion and science: an Islamic 
perspective, Osman Bakar
Islam and science: beyond the troubled relationship, Ziauddin Sardar. 

Part II Exploring Connections: 
Islam and the philosophy of science, Syed Muhammad Naquib al-Attas 
Unseen and visible, Hamid Parsania
The question of cosmogenesis – the cosmos as a subject of scientific study, 
Seyyed Hossein Nasr
Holistic approach to scientific traditions, Alparslan Açikgenç 
Towards developing Islamic science, Saidul Islam 
The significance of sūfi-empirical principles in the natural theology and discourse on 
science and Islam, Azizan Baharuddin 
The ‘Tawhidi’ precept in the science, Masud Alam Choudhury 
The cosmos as the created book and its implications for the orientation of science, 
Mohd Zaidi B. Ismail 
Taskhīr, fine-tuning, intelligent design and the scientific appreciation of nature, 
Adi Setia. 

Part III What Islamic Science Is Not: 
The Islamic worldview and modern science, Seyyed Hossein Nasr
Modern science and varieties of Muslim modernism, M. Maroof Shah
What Islamic science is not?, Munawwar Ahmad Anees
A reply to ‘What Islamic science is not?’, Jamal Mimouni
What Islamic science is not: a rejoinder, Munawwar Ahmad Anees. 

Part IV In Quest of a Revival: 
Islamic science as a scientific research program, conceptual and pragmatic issues,  
Adi Setia
Modes of operation in the quest of Islamic science, Shaharir Bin Mohammad Zain
Three meanings of Islamic science: toward operationalizing Islamization of science, 
Adi Setia. 

Part V Qur’ ān and Science Nexus: 
Scientific exegesis of the Qur’an – a viable project?, Mustansir Mir
Reading the signs: a Qur’anic perspective on thinking, Muhammad Hashim Kamali
The scientific exegesis of the Qur’an: a systematic look, Kurt A. Wood
Searching for ‘scientific facts’ in the Qur’an: Islamization of knowledge or a new form 
of scientism?, Jalees Rehman
The Qur’an and science, Masud Alam Choudhry
The exegesis of science in 20th-century Arabic interpretations of the Qur’an, 
Marwa Elshakry. 

Name index.			

Includes 30 previously published journal articles  
February 2012  |  564 pages  |  Hardback	  |  978-0-7546-2915-3  |  £140.00			 

Contemporary Issues in Islam and 
Science	
Volume 2	
Edited by Muzaffar Iqbal, Center for Islam and Science, 
Canada	 		

The articles selected for this volume explore emergent issues in the contemporary 
relationship between Islam and science and present studies of eight major voices 

in the discourse. Also included is a section on the operationalization of Islamic 
science in the modern world and a section on studies in traditional Islamic 
cosmology.

Contents: 

Introduction 

Part I Formulating Questions on Islam and Science Nexus: 
Where’s where? Mapping out the future of Islamic science (part I), Ziauddin Sardar
Where’s where? Mapping out the future of Islamic science (part II), Ziauddin Sardar
Islam, rationality and science, Muhammad Hashim Kamali
Does science offer evidence of a transcendent reality and purpose, Mehdi Golshani. 

Part II Major Voices : 
On the origination of the Soul (hudūth al-nafs) and the invalidation of its 
transmigration (ibtāl al-tanāsukh), Wan Suhaimi Wan Abdullah Ibn Sīnā and  
Abū al-Barakāt al-Baghdādī
Fakhr al-Dīn al-Rāzī on physics and the nature of the physical world: a preliminary 
survey, Adi Setia
Between physics and metaphysics: Mullā Sadra on nature and motion, Ibrahim Kalin 
Shah Iqbal’s appropriation of modern science vis-á-vis religion: a critical appraisal,  
M. Maroof 
Beyond the ‘modern’: Sa’ īd al-Nūrsī’s view of science, Yamine Mermer and  
Redha Ameur
Science and technology in the discourse of Sayyid Qutb, Ahmed Bouzaid
The sacred versus the secular: Nasr on science, Ibrahim Kalin/Seyyed Hossein Nasr
Sophia Pereniss and modern science, Wolfgang Smith/Seyyed Hossein Nasr
Philosophy of science of Syed Muhammad Naquib al-Attas, Adi Setia.

Part III Islamic Cosmology: 
In the beginning: Islamic perspectives on cosmological – I, Muzaffar Iqbal
In the beginning: Islamic perspectives on cosmological – II, Muzaffar Iqbal. 

Part IV Operationalization of Islamic Science: 
Science education: the Islamic perspective, Seyyed Hossein Nasr
Some specific methodologies of relating mathematical sciences and Islam,  
Shaharir Bin Muhammad Zain
Some upstream research programs for Muslim mathematicians: operationalization of 
Islamic values in the sciences through mathematical creativity, Adi Setia. 

Name index.			

Includes 18 previously published journal articles 
February 2012  |  520 pages  |  Hardback	  |  978-0-7546-2917-7  |  £140.00			 

New Perspectives on the History of 
Islamic Science	
Volume 3	
Edited by Muzaffar Iqbal, Center for Islam and Science, 
Canada	

Recent studies in the history of Islamic science based on the discovery and study of 
new primary texts and instruments have substantially revised the views of 

nineteenth century historians of science. This volume presents some of these ground-
breaking studies as well as articles which shed new light on the ongoing academic 
debate surrounding the question of the decline of Islamic scientific tradition.

Contents: 

Introduction; 

Part I Theoretical Underpinnings:
Reflections on some new studies on applied science in Islamic societies (8th–19th 
centuries), David King 
Problems of the transmission of Greek scientific thought into Arabic: examples from 
mathematics and optics, Roshdi Rashed
Ibn Khaldun on the fate of Islamic science after the 11th century, Mohamad Abdalla 
Between philosophy and mathematics: examples of interactions in classical Islam, 
Roshdi Rashed
The universe as a system: Ibn Sīnā’s cosmology revisited, Syamsuddin Arif
Al-Qūhī: from meteorology to astronomy, Roshdi Rashed.

Part II Building Blocks of the Revisionist History:
Al-Qūhī verses Aristotle: on motion, Roshdi Rashed
The new astronomy of Ibn al-Haytham, Christian Houzel 
The Configuration of the Universe: a book by al-Hasan ibn al-Haytham?,  
Roshdi Rashed
Lunar mansions and timekeeping in Western Islam, Julio Samsó
An instrument of mass calculation made by Nastūlus in Baghdad, David King
A pioneer in anaclastics: Ibn Sahl on burning mirrors and lenses, Roshdi Rashed 
Causality in Islamic philosophy: the arguments of Ibn Sīnā, Syamsuddin Arif
The astronomy of the mamluks, David King
Arabic versions and reediting of Apollonius’ Conics, Roshdi Rashed 
Nasīr al-Dīn al-Tūsī’s revision of Theodosius’s Spherics, Nathan Sidoli and  
Takanori Kusuba
Time, motion, distance, and change in the Kalām of Fakhr al-Dīn al-Rāzī: a preliminary 
survey with special reference to the Matāib ‘Aliyyah, Adi Setia
The universal plate revisited, Emilia Calvo and Roser Puig
The solar eclipse technique of Yahya b. Abī Mansūr, Edward S. Kennedy and  
Nazim Faris 
Arabic science in 16th-century Europe: Guillaume Postal (1510–1581)  and Arabic 
astronomy, George Saliba. 

Part III Looking Forward:
History of science and diversity at the beginning of the 21st century, Roshdi Rashed. 

Name index.			

Includes 21 previously published journal articles 
February 2012  |  568 pages  |  Hardback  |  978-0-7546-2914-6  |   £140.00			 

Studies in the Making of Islamic 
Science: Knowledge in Motion
Volume 4	
Edited by Muzaffar Iqbal, Center for Islam and Science, 
Canada	 		

Situated between the Greek, Indian and Persian scientific traditions and modern 
science, the Islamic scientific tradition received, enriched, transformed and then 

bequeathed scientific knowledge to Europe. The articles selected for this volume 
explore the fascinating process of knowledge in motion between different 
civilizations. 	

Contents: 

Introduction

Part I: Greek into Arabic: 
The transmission of Hindu-Arabic numerals reconsidered, Paul Kunitzsch
The development of Arabic science in Andalusia, Juan Vernet and Julio Samsó
The heritage of Islamic science in Hebrew, Bernard R. Goldstein
Greek and Islamic elements in Arabic mathematics, J. L. Berggren. 

Part II Naturalization, Transformation, and Originality: 
The appropriation and subsequent naturalization of Greek science in medieval Islam, 
A.I. Sabra
Situating Arabic science: locality versus essence, A.I. Sabra
Historical reflections of scientific knowledge: the case of medieval Islam, J.L. Berggren
Early Arabic critique of Ptolemaic cosmology: a 9th-century text on the motion of the 
celestial spheres, George Saliba
Al-Qushji’s reform of the Ptolemaic model for Mercury, George Saliba
A medieval Arabic reform of the Ptolemaic lunar model, George Saliba
Arabic planetary theories after the 11th century AD, George Saliba
Al-Kindî’s commentary on Archimedes’ The Measurement of the Circle, Roshdi Rashed
Science and philosophy in medieval Islamic theology. The evidence of the 14th 
century, A.I. Sabra
Astronomy and Islamic society: Qibla, gnomonics and timekeeping, David A. King
Too many cooks: a new account of the earliest Muslim geodetic measurements, 
David King.

Part III: Islamic Science to West: 
The influence of Arabic astronomy in the medieval West, Henri Hugonnard-Roche
Arab origin of European maps, Fuat Sezgin
Science as a Western phenomenon, Roshdi Rashed.
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Includes 18 previously published journal articles 
February 2012  |  560 pages  |  Hardback  |  978-0-7546-2916-0   |  £140.00			 



Buy the 4-volume set and save money  
– save £110! 
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